


The types of demonstrated interest

 Applying Early Decision or Early 
Action

 The student travels to campus
 Tours, information sessions, 

interviewing, fly-in programs
 Admission officers traveling to 

students
 High school visit, college fairs, 

interviewing, networking events
 Interacting with the admission office

 Mailing list, emailing/calling, 
interviewing with alumni volunteers, 
webinars

 Optional essays and portfolios



Interviewing

 Why a school would offer evaluative interviews? 
 To learn more about the student 
 Is there anything that we’re missing in the 

application?
 Tough questions
 Not being prepared and not acting professionally 

can hurt the student in the application process

 Why would a school offer non-evaluative 
interviews?
 To learn more about the student 
 Don’t want to put a student who can’t interview at a 

disadvantage
 Provide another way for the student to get their one 

on one questions answered about the school
 Alumni/Student: applicant can ask questions 

specifically about community life they may be 
nervous about asking in front of family members 
and peers



Portfolios



Supplemental Essays

 Out of the thousands of colleges in the world, why are you choosing 
to apply to our school

 Another option to see your writing, learn another aspect about you 
we won’t see anywhere else – whether it’s how you see yourself, your 
goals, your thoughts, passions

 We definitely juxtapose the supplemental essays with the Common 
App essay – is the writing consistent? Does it sound like the same 
person? 

 Sometimes we can tell how interested a student is from how much 
effort they put into the essay

 Suggestion: any “optional” supplemental essay should be submitted
 Suggestion: if your Common App essay is similar to the prompt, do 

not reiterate what you wrote in that personal statement



Popular Questions

 Why this school? Why this program/this major? 
 What you’ll bring to campus: traditions, contributing 

to diversity on campus, living out the school’s motto
 Your actions: elaborate on an example of you 

collaborating with people, were challenged, 
resolved an issue, school/summer activity

 More about you: three adjectives, a passion, a book 
you recommend, title of your autobiography, global 
issue you care about, what goals do you have for 
your education?



Colgate’s 2017-18 Essay Questions

Please describe in 250 words or less.
 The Mission Statement for Colgate University sets forth 13 Goals for a 

Colgate Education. One goal for Colgate students is listed as: Be engaged 
citizens and strive for a just society: embrace the responsibilities to local, 
national, and global communities; use their influence for the benefit of 
others. Please describe how you would embrace this goal as a Colgate 
student.

 Colgate prides itself in tradition. Please describe a religious, cultural, or 
family tradition you can share with the Colgate community.

 We want to get to know you better. What are three words that your best 
friend would use to describe you and why?

 Colgate’s core curriculum teaches students empathy, informed debate, and 
critical thinking. Please tell us what book or piece of literature you believe 
is important for the entire Colgate Class of 2022 to read. Why?



We’re happy to help!

 When confirming a high school visit or college fair, 
feel free to ask us to fill out more information 
ahead of time.

 Encourage students to ask how their application is 
reviewed. 

 MARCA – Mid-Atlantic Regional Counselors 
Association
 https://www.midatlanticregional.org/


