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BRIDGE TO HIGH SCHOOL DATA EXCHANGE
DATA CONSENT FORM

HIGH SCHOOLS

Based on key findings from the 2014 Graduation Pathways high school analysis, the transition from 8th to 
9th grade is difficult for District of Columbia students and the adjustment to high school is a point where 
some students exit the secondary system. The school choice system in the District of Columbia makes it 
difficult for receiving high schools to be equipped with relevant and consistent information necessary to 
effectively support rising 9th graders. Launched in 2016 by Raise DC's 9th Grade Counts Network (9GCN), 
the Bridge to High School Data Exchange uses enrollment data to allow middle schools to share key 
academic data on incoming 9th graders with high schools. This enables high school staff to support their 
students prior to the first official day of school. Additionally, participating high schools also share student-
level data with the student’s sending middle school. This data loopback allows middle schools to better 
understand the academic outcomes for students leaving their schools in order to improve school planning 
and practice.

In addition, in 2015 Mayor Bowser launched the Pathways to Middle Class Initiative for District of 
Columbia residents. This initiative takes a broad approach to ensuring DC residents have a secure path to 
middle class, including increasing investments in middle school academics and programming in order to 
improve student outcomes.

Authorized Representative Designation

OSSE is the State Education Agency (SEA) for the District of Columbia; and OSSE, as the SEA, in accordance 
with the Federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), and in particular 34 CFR §§99.31(a)(3)
(iv) and 99.35, is empowered to designate authorized representatives to assist OSSE in carrying out any 
audit, evaluation, enforcement, and/or compliance activities related to Federal- or state-supported 
educational programs. OSSE collects educational data from publicly funded District of Columbia Local 
Education Agencies (LEAs) and schools and has adopted a policy and procedure for designating authorized 
representatives to assist OSSE with the audit, evaluation, enforcement and/or compliance activities. 
Student data received by OSSE for students through the Bridge to High School Data Exchange will not be 
housed in the State Longitudinal Education Database (SLED).

In accordance with FERPA, for the limited purposes of this consent form, OSSE designates participating 
middle and high school LEAs to assist in the audit and evaluation of middle school activities and outcomes 
on behalf of OSSE.

Middle School to High School Data Exchange Process

This data exchange requires student enrollment and outcome data to be transferred from both OSSE and
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the middle school LEA at which the student attended 8th grade to the high school LEA at which the 
student enrolled in for 9th grade. OSSE will provide demographic data, attendance and end of year 
standardized test scores. Participating Middle School LEAs will submit 8th grade outcome data listed below 
via a secure site supported by OSSE. This data will be available to participating High School LEAs through 
a secure data visualization tool, provided by the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE). 
The data will be available to the high school LEA beginning in early June. Specifically, the data to be shared 
includes:

Data elements shared from OSSE to the high school (9th grade) LEA:
 Name
 DOB
 USI
 Attendance
 Demographic data
 Special education status
 English Language Learner status
 Direct certification status
 Enrollment (Stage 3)
 Standardized Assessment data

Data elements shared from middle school (8th grade) LEA to the high school (9th grade) LEA through OSSE:
 Interim assessment data
 End of previous academic year course grades in Math and English
 End of previous academic year course name in Math and English
 Anecdotal information regarding students’ strengths, attendance data, discipline data (optional)

In order to facilitate a quicker exchange of data, the student information exchange requires participating
LEAs at which the student enrolled in middle school to share data with OSSE by mid-July using OSSE’s
secure data sharing platform. These sending middle school LEAs will share the abovementioned data for
all students who may matriculate to 9th grade in the following school year. OSSE will therefore be able to
share data with receiving high schools in participating LEAs as soon as stage 3 enrollment is available.
OSSE will only share data with those participating high school LEAs receiving students in the 9th grade.

High School to Middle School Data Exchange Process

This data exchange requires student enrollment and performance data to be transferred from both OSSE
and the LEA at which the student enrolled during 9th grade to the LEA at which the student attended 8th

grade. Participating high school LEAs will upload data templates to the secure site, supported by OSSE and
then OSSE will provide this 9th grade data to applicable middle school LEAs via OSSE’s secure site. Data
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elements shared from OSSE to the middle school (8th grade) LEA:
 Name
 DOB
 USI
 Name of receiving high school
 Promotion status to 10th grade

Data elements shared from the high school (9th grade) LEA to the middle school (8th grade) LEA through
OSSE:

 9th grade math and English language arts course titles
 9th grade math and English language arts mid-year grades
 9th grade math and English language arts final grades
 Number of Carnegie units (credits) earned during the student’s 9th grade year

In order to facilitate this feedback loop for middle school planning and instructional improvement, 
receiving high schools will be required to share student data at two points during the year: February and 
July. Data will only be shared between the middle and high schools in participating LEAs and only for the 
purposes described within this consent form.

Data Terms and Conditions:

This data consent form will allow participating middle and high school LEAs to assist in the audit and 
evaluation of middle school activities and outcomes on behalf of OSSE. By signing this consent form and 
agreeing to the following terms, the participating LEA agrees to OSSE’s designation of the LEA as an 
authorized representative for the purposes outlined in this consent form.

 The participating LEA agrees that personally identifiable student data from educational records is
necessary to fully and effectively implement the aforementioned program consistent with
applicable federal and District laws.

 The participating LEA acknowledges that OSSE in its role as the SEA for the District of Columbia is
responsible for protecting the confidentiality of personally identifiable information (PII) in
educational records and for ensuring that disclosure of such PII complies with all applicable laws.

 The participating LEA further acknowledges that as an authorized representative of OSSE they are
responsible for protecting the confidentiality of PII in educational records and for ensuring that
disclosure of such PII complies with all applicable laws in a manner consistent with and identical to
OSSE’s responsibilities under the law.

 The participating LEA acknowledges that under FERPA 34 CFR §§99.31 (a)(2) and 99.34, PII may be
disclosed to a school official based on enrollment intent.
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 The participating LEA acknowledges that PII contained in special education records may also be
subject to the confidentiality provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 34
CFR §§ 300.610-626.

 The participating LEA agrees to comply with the provisions of FERPA in all respects. For purposes
of this consent form, “FERPA” includes any amendments or other relevant provisions of federal
law, as well as all requirements of Chapter 99 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations and
reauthorization when effective. Nothing in this consent form may be construed to allow either
party to maintain, use, disclose or share student information in a manner not allowed by federal
law or regulation.

 The participating LEA will use and store data disclosed to the LEA pursuant to this consent form in
a manner that will preserve the confidentiality of personally identifiable information and will
ensure that this information is not disclosed to anyone other than responsible personnel for the
purposes of implementing the required program audit functions of this consent form.

 The participating LEA will adhere to generally accepted policies on information security, access and
employee controls in the handling of personally identifiable confidential information.  Such policies
will adhere to best practices and standards within the education community related to information
security and will include technical, operational and physical controls.

 The participating LEA agrees to destroy all personally identifiable data:
o At OSSE’s request:
o When the data are no longer needed to achieve this consent form’s purposes; or
o As otherwise required by State or Federal law.

The participating LEA shall confirm in writing to OSSE its compliance with the data destruction
terms within five (5) business days of destroying the data. The written notification shall be sent to
Jessicak.Jackson@dc.gov and osse.datasharing@dc.gov.

Participating high school LEAs acknowledge that the above-referenced student data will be shared under
as part of the Bridge to High School Data Exchange under the above FERPA exceptions.

As authorized representative for the following LEA, I acknowledge that I have read, understood, and will
comply with the terms and conditions of this consent form:

____________________________________________
Participating LEA Name

__________________________________________________
LEA Authorized Representative Name

______________________________________________                                                 __________________
LEA Authorized Representative Signature Date


